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TO HIS RIGHT 
Worthy, much-beloued, and 


ſingularly approued good friend, 
Maiſter James Kiſſey, all proſperous 
well-fare tending to 
eternall (afetic. 


my Fat YR: 1 cannet but often thinke 
DOS of your ſingular good reſpect 

IV towards me, in whom, as now 
a it appeareth, long icq w4rntance 
2 LY i tre love bath bred a con 

at readineſſe to dee me good, 
AAR not only when 1 ampreſent with 
you (as if you were, as many be, a friend to the face, 
without — chien fixed in the heart) but alſo 
in my abſence and that a far off when 1 ſuppoſed(which 
was mine errour) my ſeife leaſt in your thong bis, 
and therefore farre enough from expecting ſo great 

; os 45 1 hane now received at your hands. + 

Swrely, SY x, 4s 1 acknowledge that you bane ſof- 
feeiently witneſſed on your part, my expett a. 
tion, a minde fully bent to procure my well. fare, ſo 1 
Pray you out of this your true lane, to iudge me ready 
u part to requite, if I were able to recompence ſo | 

eat kindeneſſes, unto the full: bat I am indebted 
— mine hability to pay 3 your ſatisfaction there- 
fore from mee is onely my good will, and your mne 
— — 4 thankefull beart; 4 true! 
42 


toten 
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| From Wären in Not- 


Tarr ErI ZT, &c. 


token and ſure teſtimony whereof be this my late and 
, labowr, which 1 bequeath vnto gos, till there be 
more fit meanes of rece your farre better 
deſernimgs. Is the meane ſpace let it fand for a wit- 
nelſe of my thankefulneſſe, which 1 have ever deſired 
to ſbem unts all, for euery little fauonr receined of any 
friendly well-willer.” 

This my laboar in eas — _ Laity where 
in yon may, in your occaſionally, be a very good 
— — to further my eee 
the maintenance of the Mumſterie, In part alſo it ronch- 
eth many of us of the Fun rae in our too —— 


lected duty of Catechifmng 
right ferme GEE — 2 32 
ſaleration of which 1 hambly — by pc — 


| rend.brethren. of the Mnufiery in theſe parts ; to 
wheſe wiſe and indicious cenſure } ſulmui this my beſt 


endewour un thi pant, cranmy for it their h 
end for my ſalſe their favour dble coun. 


| cemanceywbich I mach deſire, and which, if i may ob. 
cane, / will account, as an addition of Gods bleſungee 


wy Lards moſt: honour alle ſauaurs land 45 you, one 


| . — and approncd, ſhall be the inſirumen : to 


edt it, fo will i volac it, ad 4 h ce tn 
— ned — We. ay Wee br 


Thus ully xemembring my ſclſe, — 
my labnercand wh ſelſe to. ow fend and r 
ceptanee rr maynin? 


n Seb. 34. A u 
Tours cu much beholdan 


+ 


Richard Barnard, 


I 
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THEFIRST PART. 
Of Catechifmg. 


GALAT., 6.6, 
- Lis him hut @ 06 ht in the word, make him 
E ponent bins partaker of all bis 


— He ATOSTLE having be- Coherence. 
7 ſore ſpok en of Charity, Love, 
and tender affection of one 


Y rally, here he callerh to their 
W} remembrance the care of the 
$ Miniſtcry, which may ſeeme 
here by them, as now, to be 
too o much neglected. The text is an A-oſtclicall Canon 
and digine conſtitution authorized vvich the authori- 
tic of God himſelſe for reformation of the fame, 

The wordes are an Extortains or a Charge giuen | The tit'e and 
by the Apoſtle in the name of the Almighty, the iult | Scope of the 
reuenger of all wrongs done to his ſervanta u ho ſpeake Tt. 
in his name, vnto all that know and haue learned | 


| Chri(t, to maintaine his Miniſt:r- By this comman- | 
A3 dement 


— 


— — 


/ 


— 


The parts. 


| Thy Coy T& 
KaTay ouſt, 
verbum docents 
| vel in verbs Ca- 
tech anti. 
| Oecumcx we 
Beta, 


—_— 


| 
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of Catechifig. 


dementthe Hearers arc bound to care for their Teach. 


ſters duty, yet becauſe the 
labour and painefulneſſe of the calling of the Miniſte- 
ry, and of that equitie, that are worthy of 


| their wages, may induce them toi more ready perfor- 


mance of their ducty ; as allo for that this Text vvas 
giuen mee once, by one of principall authority in the 
Church,to vrge my brethren of the Miniſtery,publike- 
ly allembled,to the duty of Catechiſing, I thought it not 
amille, to ſpeake firſt of our (clues, and our duty, that 
I right more freely preſſe our Hearers to their duty: 
if wee goe before, it is the more likely that they will 
follow after. 

That which toucheth the Miniſters in this Text, is 
in theſe wordes, Hum that bath taught him in the word: 
The word tranſlated texgbr, ſigniñethᷣ him that is Ca. 
techiſed properly, but yet is vied and taken more gene- 
rally for to teach or inſtruct otherwiſe, Luke 1. 4. 
Ac. 18. 25. Rem. 2. 1. 1 Cor. 14. 19. and ſo mult 
it be here taken, as Diuines hold, and therefore is 


„ 8 _— — — — 


tranſlated, | 
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Of Catechifmg. 
tranſlated, as wee ſee both in Latine and Engliſh, by a 
more generall vvord of all tran(latours, The holy 
Ghoſt vſeth the more ſpeciall word for the generall, 
| partly to ſhew vnto vs of the Miniſterie, orderly teach- 
ing for the peoples edification, where we are to begin 
with them; partly, perhaps both to prevent a proud 
conceit in ſome Miniſters. which may thinke that they 
onely are to be reſpected which doe Preach, as now 
Preaching goeth with men; as alſo the peoples con- 
tempt of Catechiling, and Cateehizers, as if theſe de- 
ſerued not any hberall portion z but other perſons 
onely more excellently gifted, ſuch as can ſpeake, for 
tongue with a plaudite, for great reading with admi- 
ration, for wit with ſingular delight, and for learning 
beyond the Hearers common in com- 
pariſon of whom, Ca, new dice, peete, fed weri pro 
phete fordent, while Hearers doe meaſure all by hear- 
ing, and not by reformation of the heart: who harken 
the tune of the and labour of the lips, 
dut not how men may be drawne to ſanctification in 
their lives : this is it which here the holy Ghoſt 
vents,by ſeiting them eo Carechiling, vvithout which 
indeed the people little. 

According to the generall vſe of the vord, hence 
may be obſerued that Catechiſingę i not enely and alone, 
the dutic of a Miniſter , but ae they wayes of inſtru. 
dung and teaching, Hee is not onely to xeaTWxv, but 
diAconmp, ub. 2 8. 20. as Chrilt leſus and his A- 
poltles, our perfect examples, haue done before vs. 
And the realuns for it are manifeſt : becauſe the Mini- 
ſter is to reveale the whole counſell of God, to build 
them vp, as well as to lay a foundation;allo as ſome need 
Milke, ſo others ſtrong meate i hee is one that muſt 
bring forth of his treaſurie, both new and old, varietie 
of matter fitting the Auditorie, for their increaſe ofthe 


knowledge 


* 
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Of Catechifing. 


knowledge of Gods will, in all wiſedome and ſpitituall 
rnderſtanding. The people ſhould not bee cuer ſuch 
bad ſchollers to need onely Milke,but ſometime ſtrong 
meate, ſo as they may encreaſe in grace and the know- 
ledge of the Lord leſus. Therefore Miniſters muſt 
not only give Milketo ſuch as be cara. of bearing, 
Babes, mexpert i the word of righteonſueſſe, as the Apo- 
ſtle laith. xc tg NN og op habentetlacte, c 
nou ſolids cibo, which ſtaud in need onely of Milke, but 
alſo to giue ſttong meat to themthat ate ot age, which 


— long cultome T& cc) ytwurdoulre | 


haue their wits exerciſcd-to diſcerne both good and 
cuill, Reaſon requireth this, that vvhen the founda- 
tion is layd, the houſe ſhould be built vp. Hee that is 
taught his letters muſt be learned to [pell, and ſo to 
reade, and to vnderſtand what eth. Thus the 
Apoltle Pai went on with the people, as appeareth 
by his writings, and the places quoted. Much may be 
ſayd to this —— but my meaning is not to 
er 
to the proper ligniſication and ſpeci 

ot, the doctrine or from which, is this: 

T bat it A part of the Miniſters dutis u Caterbiſe 
ba people r This the Text ſheweth, where the Apoſtle 
ſetteth out the Miniſter by the name of a Catecbiſer, 
and maintenance is here allowed for that worke of bis 
Miniſterie from this place: other Scri confirme 
alſo theſame, 1 Cor, 14.1 9. Ken. 2. 1 8. Hel, g. & 6,1. 
What need teaſons to perſwade to acknowledge this a 
dutie-? Know wee not that euery wiſe Teacher hath his 
principles of his Art, which hee firſt deluereth ? Chil- 
dren archirſt to haue Milke before ſtrong meate. But 
to make this poynt fully manifeſt , let vs ſee what Cate- 
chiling is; for this proued, will afford ſufficient reaſons 


for this truth. 


— — 


— — 
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i. 


a 


| 


Carrchiſpags 4 divine ordinance, from elde time wed 
in Gods Church,as a neceſſary meanesto informs the rudey 
ſort, ſummarily , by queſtion; and anſweres is the princi. 
pler of Religion, In this definition we may obſerue (ea- 
ben things: 1. the aucheritie of it, in this, that it is ſaid 
to be a dinine ordinance: 2. the antiqauie in theſe words, 
from olds time 2 3. the neceſſitie of it, being a neceſſary 
weanes; 4. the viilnie of it, ſeruing to enſorme: 
g. whom it concerneth, what partie, rudet ſort : G. the 
forme u, delluered by queſtion and anſwere 2 7. the 
matter of «1, the principles of Religion. 

All theſe points being proucd , are as ſeuetall 
ſound reaſons brought forth to prooue polition, or 
doctrine delivered; which briefly may be brought into 
— — — age 
appoynted by God for in(truQtion of his people in the 

es of ſaluation. is to be vſed of euery fairhfull Mi- 
nll oy thing is Catechi- 

as in t | proucd : and there- 
fore to be — of cucry faithfull Miniſter, as 
part of: his 

1. "I ay it is a diuineconllitution: for it ia 
by the word, as the former Scriptures ſhew , which is 
Gods immediate divine voyce and authoritie : as allo by 
his Church which is Gods mediate voyce and autho- 
ritie, while it agreeth with-the written word of God. 
The Scripture mentioneth both Carechsing,here Gala, 
6.6. 1 Cer. 14.19. as allo the Catechiſed , Lake 1+4, 
A 18.25, 2 Tim, 3.15. Ron. 2. 18. It is compa- 


red to Aue, vvhich the Teacher is to giue from the | 


dugge of Gods Word, as the Apoſtle did, 1 Cer. 3. 
Hebr. 6. 1. and Saint Peter vtgeth ſuch as were Babes 
to delireit, Wee ſee by experience that it is bleiſed of 
God to the diligent Teacher and Learner, thatSathan 


dach reſiſt it, mans n 
B 


— 
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after Conkir. 
mation. 


Anno 1 571. 
Can. 59. 


| Gods authoritie, and hers from God herein, I may ſay 
— | with Sa/om:w , CAly Senne, heave thy father: infiputhion, 


See Rubricke | [aw confirming, the Booke of Common-prayer i 


| Of Catecbifing. 

| doe argue it to be of God, and not of man: whatis of 
man we ealily make much of, but the naturall man ſa- 
uouteth not the things of God, 

It hath alſo the Churches authoritie, euen all the 
churches of God, from time to time, as ſhall be afrer 
| ſhewed, Here intend onely to vrge the authoritie of 
our Mother, the Church of Ex land. and conſidering 


and forſake not thy Mother: teaching, Wee have ſtaume 


ling it: here God and the King doe ſpeake vnto vs. | 
Wee haue Eccleſiafticall Conſtitutions in the late | 
Queenes dayes publiſhed, and now in the laſt Canons, 
by which Cauon the negli — — 
proned, 2. [afpended, g. excommimnicatia, | orme | 
— himſclfe, Heere God and his Church ſpenketh. 
Wee haue this eſtabliſhed by the high Commuſlion in 
the Prouince of Canterbury, u 1576; a8 allo. by 
the- ſame in the Prouince-of Tori, in Arehbi 
Edwmnitime, A 1;$;. Here wee have tho Hig 
Feeleſialticall authoritie ſpeaking, Laſtly, wee haue 
bookes of Articles from our Ordinaries, in euery Dio- 
celſe, for enquirie into this; and the Churchwardens 


vpontheir ſolemne Oarhies to prefent/ the 
careleſſe neglect hereof, Thus wer ſee the authoring 
dine both of God and his Church. 
Secqpdly, I ſay, it hath beene a moſt auncient 
in the Church from time to time, vnto this day, It was | 
in <Abrabams time, and vſed in his houſe, Gene. 14.14. 
compared with Che.18. 19.the Hebrewword tranſla 
bronzbrop, ſignifieth one entring into Rules or firſt | 
principles: which Arias vn tranſlateth expedi- 
«i! ö mitrator, Now initiate is One that isa 
| ginner in principles, Tremel. tranſlateth it by _—_ 
an 


„ 
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and doth expound it thus, de relegione infor’,, and 
ſo vied, Proverbs 22.6, It was in the Icwiſh Church, 
Rem. 2. 18. Catechi/ed ont of the Law, and hereto may 
be referred perhaps the place of I 28.40. 


It is noted by ſome out of the R abbin14that in er- 
ſalem were 400. houſes for Catechiling, tu which chil- | 


dren at cerraine yeeres of their age were ſent, It was 
inthe dayes of our Sauiour, who vied it, Catechiling 
his Diſciples, and other, Marth. 16. 1 5.16. as allo in 
teaching to pray, which is a part of Catechiſme. Ai. S. 
Luke 11, The Apoſtles vſed it, Hebr.g, & 5.1. 1 Cor, 
3.1. 2. and Hiſtories make mention of Catechiſers, as 
an office in the Church, whereto ſome were deputed in 
the primitive age; ſuch « one was P,), Clement 
eAlexandrin, Origen : yea, Saint 'Alarke Catechiling 
in Mexaxndris,is commended by Phils Iodaus. Auncient 
Councels ſhew this practiſe of the Ct urch, in which 
often mention is made of ſuch as were ( atechamenss, 
Of this alſo ſpeake the Fathers,Clemens Ali. Epy/t. 
4.44 Jacoburs Fra, Saint Cyril writ of Catechiſing. 
Saint . Auguſfine a booke de Catechicands rd, but 
of theſe and many moe, read Zipper us his polite Fecle- 
feftica. What ſhall I ſay more of the Churches of God? 
the very enemies of true religion commend this courſe 


of teaching: (ce Pope Nicola his decree, and how allo - 


the Councell of Trent hath taken order ſor Catechu- 
ling Sundayes and Holy-dayes. R. doth com- 
mend Catechiling , yea, the Papiſſs confelle;rhatthe 

and, which we haue gotten of them, is by Catechi- 
ing, in the Popes Bull, before the Catechitme of the 
Counſell of Tren. Laſtly, that witlrtheir Churches 
power, they may alſo make ſomeſhadov, at leaſt, of 
princely authoritie, euen in this point, Conia Cate- 
chiſme mult come forth. vvith the authoritie of the 


Emperour Ferdenande, and Philip King of Spamne, And 
B 2 thus 


| C— 
— 


— 


— — — — 
— — — 


Zuſc b. lis. fc 


de cosſecrat. cap. 
158. 

See. B. lib. 14. 
into. C lemco. 


— 


— 


Huf. lib. 3 cap. 


| V:ilitie of Ca- 
techiſing. 


— —— 


Of Carecbiſng. 


thus much for the antiquitie of Catechiſing, with the 
continuance of it, 8 leaſt in —— all — 
though not in practiſe, through the Miniſters neg 
—— light regard thereof. 

Thirdly, I lay, it is a necellary meanes ; for thut it is 
the doctrme of the principles of Chriſtianitie, no Art 
can be learned without his Principleszwe are firſt babes 
in Chriſt, therefore need Milke before ſtrong meat: can 
a houſe be vell built without a foundation? without 
this the preaching of the word profits them litile v hat 
is it to exhort mento Faith, Loue, R and ſo 


forth. v hen they know not, indeed, what theſe words 


meane 
Beds mentioneth one returning out of England to 
Ina in Scotland , complaining. that the people 


—— little by his preachingʒ to whom : ſidamu an- 
wered 


that it was perhaps, becauſe · he did not, aſter the 


Apoſtle, giue Milke firlt : thereby ſhewing, that preach- 
ing — lire good without Catechiſing: therefore is 
it neceſſary, that men may. profit» by — 
Laſtly , the knowledge of the Principles is a e 
meanes to preſetus in men the puritie of docine, 
Hereby they ſhallbe grounded in the truth; be able to 
iudge of true and falle doctrine, and not eaſily carryed 
about with euery winde of doctrine, as the 
and ignorant multitude be, who calily turne as the wes 
ther-Cocke with the vvinde, for that they haue not 
learned any certaine grounds whereontoreſt, 
Fourthly, I ſay it is very profitable : for it doth in- 
forme iudgement in the com principles of our 
faith z.by which the truth may He tryed.: Aduerſaries 
oppoled, and ſtrongly conſuted. Iſ the people vvere 
u ell Catechiſed, how eaſily might they (ee their owne 
fooliſh (uperſttions, and Popiſh Idolatries, a hich yet 
many ſauour, through the ignorance that A 
The 


n Pe PIER — 
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The Apoſile ſheweth, that by being Catecbiſed, they 
learne to diſcerne things that differ: yes hence ariſeth 
theſe excellent j — — oy = 
fundamentall.points igion begetteth right faith, 
and preſerves it from errour and hereſie, letlethᷣ iudge- 
ment withour inconſtancic, ſatisfieth conſcience with- 
out ſcrupuloſitie : breederh zeale, and bringeth forth 
{ devotion, and yet without ſchiſme or 7-7 4 tur- 

ning neither to theright hand nor to the left; for by 
their grounds they know how they ſtand, how they goe 
forward,whither they inclin< too much to a ſide, or doe 
ſer ſure footing in the right and auncient path of true 
peace. The exerciſe of — — much profit 
our ſelues of the Miniſtericy it is as a hedge as one faith, 
to doctrines, and the touchſtone to try them: 
((atechiſme, Common placer, interpretation of Script ore, 
and Contrenerſies, are the foure common and generall 
parts of the of Diuinitie, but the firſt is Cate» 
chiſme: laſt wee cannot well diſpute with an 
aduerſarie, u ithout the third we paſſe as a ſhip vpon the 
ſea without a Rudder, or as awayfaring man without a 
| righe guidez withoue the ſecond wee cannot learne well 

to di ih, and without this firſt wee know not u hat 

wee hold certainely, Thus wee (ee briefely how profi 
table iris; both to Paſtours and people. 

Fifely, I noted who they be that are to be catechiled, 
to wit, the r»der ſort , There be two forts of perſons, 
which the Miniſter is to inſtruct : the firſt are called 
Babes, ſuch as be inexpert, dull of hearing,carnall and 
not ſpirituall, which cannot beare ſtrong meate, theſe 
neede Milke and are to be catechiſed, whither they be 
yong or old perſons. The ſecond fort are ſuch as be 
counted fron; men, being ſpirituall, hauing their wits 
| exerciſed, who can diſcerne of things that ditfer, and be- 
tweene good and euill. not onely in morallitie, but in 

7 Euangelicall 


— 


Rom, 2. 18. 


Rubbima, 


Foure 
heads of 


in Dun 


Parties to be 
Catcchiſed. 


Heb. 5. 
1 Cor, 3» 


1 Cer, 3. 


Heb, 5. 


— — —_— 


— 


Epi. 13. 14. 


1 


Babes of 
two forts. 


Heb. 5, and 6. 


Forme or 
manner of 


Catechuſing. 


wh. 1. 4. 
A(t, 8. and 16, 
Hiſt. Eccl. lib 6. 
cap, 3. and 7, 


nm.. 


— 


| 


Euangelicall truth ſuch haue by long cultome an ha- 
bie of knowleilge and ſacere judgement, and are a. 
ble to beate ſtrong meat. The firſt ſort St. Cu cal · 
leth Audenter, Tertultantcarmes them We], St. 
nge, ( emperantss which ate of tu o ſortiʒ one of 
yeeres, out of the Church. of which was 7 beopbu/me,the 
Eunuch, the Goaler, ſo one Heron a man, and Hom a 
woman, of whum Ce mak eth mentionz theſe were 
catechiſed before they were admitted to baptiſine: and 
of catechiling ſuch as were out of the Church, «£ge- 
ſippres ſaith, that by vertue thereof, there was neuer 8 
Kingdome but teceiued alteration in their heatheniſh 
religion within forty yeeres aſter Chriſt, ſuch an excel - 
lent meancs is it to bring men to God. The other (ort 
of theſe ate they which be now in the Church ; which 
alſo be of two forts, A. d- mn yerrer, and Haber in known 
ledge,tbough auntient for yeeres : both which and in 
great noede to be inſtructed in their Catechiſme. Eue- 
ry one is to be 

yeeres hee 
them, as we may ſee in the Epilticto the tis ENNES⁵, 
It is loſt labour to teach prepoſterouſly; it is abſurd and 
ſooliſn to take one of good yeeres, to learne him to read 
by our reading to him, and not allow him to learne 
to know his Letters, becauſe hee is paſt a childe: ſo 
vaine is our labour in Preaching onely to the auncient 
in yeeres, and to omit to Catechiſe them, becauſe they 
be auncient; it was no hindet ance ve ſee to the Apoltle; 
no more ſhould it be to vs. And thus much fur the 
parties to be Catechiſed. 

Sixtly, The forme and manner of Catechiſing is « 
briefe delivery of the principles of religion by way of 
queſtion and anſwer : And in this doth Preaching and 
Catechiling differ 2 Preaching is a dilating vpon 
lome point, bringing ic ſome time into a treatiſe: but 
Catechiling 


— 


— capacitic, u hat- 
oſ % did the Apoſtie deale with | 


ö 


ͤ— — 


* 


3 


anſwering. Gch * | 
1:: Thus did our Saviour , ancir ions 
of bis Di@pks, Mn G. 1341. U. 2. 40 ſu did 
big Cunechiſe che Brifvoh, . $537, yen, chi 
are changed to make am Bchoagaine. 1 Per. x. 


Of Carechifng. = 


— — 


Catechiling is the contracting of the vyhole into a 
ſumme : Preaching is a large difcourling, vpon ſome 
Scripture wich the interpretation, Doctrines, exhorta · 
tions, with application to all forts > but Catecinſing is 
a (hore deliucrie of the grounds of religion onely to 
the more ignorant and ruder ſort, Preaching is not 
exacted to be repeated againe (though Saint Chry- 
ſeſl ams may ſeeme euen in this to haue tryed his neg · 
ligent hearers: ) Catechiſing is exacted to be repeated, 
a deliuerie by Catcehifing, and a redetiuerie by the Ca> 
techiled z and that ihis ought to beſo, the eryman of 
the word warrants it :,Fornemwww is to teach, ware 
Tp #0p, by an Echo, the Teachers voyce reſounding 
agaitie; yet not onely: the-lalk fillables but the whole 
matter i ſo in Carechiling! there mai be voyce md 
a voyce, he that makerh the queſtion; and the partie 


15. do did the Diſciples to our Samour Chrift, . 
8. 27; 29. And thai tus is the right and aumeient forme 
* 4 e iudge by all rus wo | 

bene pub out by queſtions end an{weres, 
both 2 in out Church, and in all other Churches. | 

Which kinde of inſtruction in this manner is much 
more profitable than to dilcourle and dilate vpon 2 
point Sermon.wile, which is waſt labour to the Teach- 
cr, as experience (heucth, till the people be thus pro- 
ceeded with all ; by vvhich the Miniſter ſhall defretne 
of either the knowledge or ignorance. of his Pari- 
ſhioners, yes themſelues ſhall hereby be made to rake 
knowledge ol their blindoeſſe, vvben they ſhall per- 
ceiue themſelues ſimple and — -* 
this 


— 


the ſeales of Gods couenant, which are onely theſe 


this vvill (et the people on worke to conſider what to 
anſwere, when, in the Miniſters teaching alone, they 
ſit as careleſſe and vnpt Hearers, as lamenta- 
ble experience doth ſhew. This will diſcouer them- 
ſelues to themſelues, and preuent their ouer vv 

conceits of their owne knowledge: and if they anſwere 
well, hereby they may be commended, and the Mi- 
niſter comforted in adminiſtring to them holy things: 
yes, this will bring loue to the wile and diſcreet Teach- 
er, and procure him reverence alſo among his 
——— hath made the matter knowne 
to . In a vvord, no way ſhall a Miniſter better 
know his Auditor ies beginning and growth in know- 
ledge; nor the ſooner learne to iudge aright of * 


thar Chriſtian! faith and religion, than by this fami- 
liar and plaine manner of Catechiſing by queſtion and 


anſwere 


abridgement of 
ie, eatied hy the 


| Xgiss NUN 
prima. priniypie Serment; Chriſti, the firſt principles of 
the docttine of Chriſt, or the introduction into Ohri- 
ſtianiſme, whichbethe poynts that we call the Cate · 
chiſme, The heads whereto all particulars may bee 
drawne, are theſe foure,tbe defirine of Faith , ſurnmed 
into twelue Articles, ewr-dutirr 19 God and man, gathe- 
redbriefly intotwo Tables, eonteyning the ten Com- 
mandements, The matter of prajer,col into ſixe 


r or, ſet donne in that paterne of true prayer , cal- 
ed the Lords Prayer i the defirine of the \ Sacraments, 


two, 


” 


— 


— - 


' ſome words, for the manner of delivering thereof, the 
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— ö; 


two, Baptiſme and the Lords Supper. And thus we (ee | 
into how few heads the principles of our Religion is | 
ſummed into, which abridgen: ents of prayer, & obedi - 
ence, are made by God the Father, and Chriſt his Son, | Warrant for 
and the Creed by his Church, which manner of Epito- 
oy is warranted in the holy Scriptures very plenti- | 
ly. 

Vvee ſee how God brought the Law morall into | ,,_, 
ten words, and Chriſtthe ſameintorwo heads, Selowen Fal. cur, 
draweth all his Eccles into a ſhort ſumme, ſo the Apo- VIM 
ſtle Saint Pas! brought the grounds of Chriſlianiticto 
a few points, The Scripture is full of ſhort Apho- g.. 6.1. 
riſmes, which be ſummary collections of many things 
largely handled, ſee the ſumme of religion in Ian. i. 
27. of theGolpell in Jeb» 3.16, theſummeof mans 
dutie in Eccles. 42. 13. the ſumme of that which ſhall 
be done at the laſt day in 2 Cor. 5.0. The learned doe 
thinke, that this forme of teaching in ſo ſhort a man · 
ner, is to be vnderſtood in the place of Saint Pau to 
Timobie , umTUmony ys Vyiaoſſap Ayap , Ex- 1.13. 

am forman, vel exemplar tourte ſauerum verborum: | 


av if hee had ſaid, I haue ſet thee a paterne of whole- 


A.  —_—_ 


heads whereof are theſe tuo, Faith and Charitie in 
Chriſt felus. As allo in that Face to the Remane, pw 6.17. 
rue Afro, formem defirme, ſo in an other place, | & 12. 6. 
dveNoylay Thc xigtoc, the Analogie or proportion of | | 
Faith, according to which we mult teach, ſecundum 
menſuram noſtram, after our gift giuen, holding the 
rule of the word, the forme of docttine, and the analo- | 
gie of Faith. Laſtly, this courſe of teaching firſt the 
ncipfes of religion, both Grecke and Latin Fathers 
aue followed, as Z anchie witneſſeth. And thus by | 136 de g 


of Catechiſing. I haue giuen, I hope, ſuſticient * 4.36. 
C 


abridgementi. | 


the full proofe of all the particulars,in the definition | . prefixe, | 


of the doctrine. 


Canon. 59. 


To Church. 


vwardcits. 


Motucs- 


Of Catechifmg. 


ol the poſition ſer downe, that it is our dutie to Cate» 
chile, 

Hence therefore follow diuers vſcs to be made of 
this doctrine to ſundry ſorts of perſons, 

Firſt, vato the teuerend Fathers, and all Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Officers,ſer ouer the Miniſters for to ouer · ſee them, 
not to ſee ouet Miniſters neglecting this ſo neceſſary a 
dutie. You are to ſee vs performe this: youtake oaths: 
of Church-wardens to preſent this woefull neglect, if 
thereby the ſault be found out; God forbid you ſhould 
let ſo great a neglect in Miniſters palle vvithout cen- 
ſure and controule : tythe not, I pray you, Mint and 


—— 


Law of God and our King. Your neglect to puniſh 
vvill be our neglect of dutie; the — 
itthundreth in ſound bf words, but if you ſhall forbeare 
the execution (vyhichisthelife of good Lawes ) it may 
be rerricalem, ſed vis noitrum casa terricula- 
mentuw,it will be as a without powder or Bullet, 
na eng mart yrs 
Sy is to in their right vſe, 
ſeruation of good — A done 
mation of abuſes : Oh let not then the end of our met · 
ting be that you ſhould call, and wee anſweare to our 
names, crying, here Syr, and there an end; asif the pur« 
poſe of Synodes were to know nothing elſe, buteyther 
ones wee had forgot or loſt our names, or out run 
our liuings. Sed quid ego edoceam peritos ? panca Sapi 
en:1b14, and therefore I proceed — _— = 
Secondly, to Church · wardens , that you preſent 
ſuch as continue hetein negligent t it is your 
great is the benefit which both you the elder, as alſo the 


Catechiſing. Care for your ſoules, cauſe + Frchippm to 


| fulfill his Miniltery, reſt not with reading alone (tho * | 


— — — 
—_— 


Cummin, and let palle this moſt weighty poynt of the | 


yonger (fort, both children and ſeruants ſhall ceape by 


the tendet lambes of Chriſt, which you muſt feed, as 
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be alſo an ordinance of God) without interpretation, 
if you may haue it, nor with preaching alone, without 
Catechiling , together are they ſtrong meancs by 
Gods bleſſing to bring you to God. 

Thirdly, to Miniſter, and firſt to ſuch as doe make 
conſcience of this doing it vvich diligence and profit 
to the people: goe on till (my good brethren) you 
ſee it is a Diuine ordinance, your duetie, a neceilary 
meanes, much approucd, by law eſtabliſhed, by the 
Apoſtles practiſed, and by Chriſt himſelfe : goe on 
with the yong in yeeres, they need Milke, you haue 
law to compell them, and to enforce their parents to 
bring them (yet doe as much by gentle meancs as 
you may, Our Sanionr co td children to bee 
brought vote him, and rebuke4 theſe, that wonld bane 
kept ibem from bia: we are in Chriſts ſteed, command 
children to bee brought, and rebuke ſuch «s hinder 
them: Saint Pa»! went from houſe to houſe to them 
in his time: familiar teaching profiterh much: winneth 
the peoples loue to the truth (as they get knowledge, 
for 12n019 nulla cupide) it emboldeneth them much. 
and by your wiſe cariage, procureth to your ſelues re- 
yerence, 


Laſtly, thinke howthey haue ſoules to ſaue and are 


you loue the Lord Icſus. In going on with the babes 
in yeeres, draw forward yonglings in knowledge, the | 
olde babes in yeeres,as much as lyeth in you ſuſfer not 
them to periſh for lacke of knowledge : winne them 
by ſauour, whom you cannot bring perſorce : come 
to them privately, vvhom you conveniently cannot 
deale with publikely. You (brethren) know,thatigno- 
rant mindes are a ſeed plot forthe Papiſts to ſuwe their 
hereſies, to ſer in their ſuperſhtions and to plant their 


abhominable Idolatries. Win them therefore to this, 
C 2 plant 


To Miniſters, 
an l hrft to ſuch 
as doc Cate- 
chile, ot which 
3 ſorts. 

1. The dili- 


gent. 
Motucs, 


Hebr. g. & 6. 


2. Sort negli 
gent. 

Jer 48.10. 
Reproofe, with 
the reaſons. 


_—y 
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plant in them religious grounds, for ſo you ſhall beget 
inthem a loue of the Word, 4 reuerent eſtimation of 
the 14mmiftery, and a care of ſanRifying of the Sabavthy 
which three, they almoſt make no conſcience of, but 
chrough 5 , as Eſau, (ct theſe things to 
ſale for a meſſe of pottage. Conſider how without the 
grounds of Catechiſme they cannot pray, they know 
not what it is, as appeareth by many, who account the 
repeating of the words of the Creed,and ten Comman- 
dementsto be a prayer. How can they examine them- 
ſelues, and prepare themſelues to the Lords Supper, be- 
ing igoorant of the doctrine of the Sacraments ? with 
what comfort can vvee admit ſuch perſont ſo ignorant 
(though liuing in the Church) to the Lords Supper, 
when — Teachets in the primitiue time would — 
none but the vvell inſtructed vnto Baptiſme? Saint 
Parnl Catechiſed the Auncient, as wee haue heard: and 
wee haue a commandement in the Booke of Com- 
mon- Prayer to admit none to the Sacrament vncate* 
chiſed, which haue not learned their Catechiſme. I will 
not lay therefore vnto thee (my brother) which mas» 
keſt conſcience of this excellent worke,Perge in virww, 
play the man, but perge precer, in bonum miniſirum, per 
forme the part of a man of God, and a great reward ſhall 
be given vnto thee, And thus much to the fill ſort 
which doe Catechiſe diligently. | * 
The ſecond ſott of ſuch as doe this worke, are they 
that doc it, but as guiltic of that curſe in Jeremy, ( urſed 
1 be that doth the works of the Lord noghigently ; both in 
doing, and for the time they leaue it vndone : for in 
Catechiling they do it without care of the peoples pro- 
firing, onely hearing them repeate words, but not cx 
mining how they vnderſtand vvhat they doe (ay, fo as 
they are very little better for-fuch teaching. it is ſome- 
thing, as good as nothing, as we may ſee where 2 
| the 


— 
— 


— — 


— 
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the people be thus _— Againe this:{o curſorie a 
courſe is but a little before Eaſter, and all the yeere 
elſe are they lett to themſelues and neuer examined: 
this childiſh kinde of teaching bringeth contempt to 
ſo holy, ſo neceſſarie a worke, and the negligent pal+ 
ling it ouer ſo long. cauſeth youth and other to thinke 
that it is not ſo neceſſatie or profitable as indeed it is, 
in the hands of a cunning workeman, 

The third ſort of ſuch as catechiſe, are they which 
take paines, and that diligently, but yet, if I might ſo 
ſpeake withtheir good fauour, without offending, not 
very profitably, And this is either when one, two, or 
halfe a dozen, or as many as you pleale, are asked one 
and the ſame Queſtion, when by tbe firſt, the reſt doe 
learne to anſwere; though before they neucr tooke 
care to commit it to memory,and ſo it temayneth not 
with them, and the negligent only care to giue ſome 
ſmalbcontentment for the time; ar when but onely one 
ot two, and cuer the ſame, ſtand forth for. all, and an- 
fwere to two ot three queſtions. anely; for that time; 

which the Miniſter diſcourſeth;, as in preaching, 
which all the reſt fir to heare in ſhew, but whither they 
dacor not, that is no mare knowne.to the Miniſter, 
then how they heare and learne his Sermons. I thinke 
| (brethren) if 1 might freely ſpeake it vvere ſarte 
better to heate euety one how farre they can ſay at the 
heltrime, then note where they leaue, and there begin 
with them the next time, and ſo on till they come to 
the end, all this time hearing them onely how well 
they can lay : After begin againe with as many as can 
lay the Catechifme thorow, and examine the meaning, 
how they vnderſtand what u ſey, ncuer diſcourling, 
but inſteade thereof to turne all into queſtions, ſo ſhall 
you keepe the peoples mindes attentive to you, delight 
ſuch as vaderſtand,withvaticty of queſtions, and — 
C3 them 


z. Tort diligent, 
but not ſo pro- 
htable as they 
might be. 


How to pro- 
ht the people 
by Catechi- 

ling, 


Such as doe 
not Catechiſe, 
and theſe are 
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them that are willing, to ſtudy how to anlwere the new 
queſhon propounded Atthe end to dilate, if you pleaſe, 
a little time, ſome halfe quarter of an houre, but not 
aboue, for the benefit of the more judicious, it will not 
doe amille. It is incredible to tell how this way both 
profiteth and greatly pleaſeth the people, fo as both 
young and old willingly come thereunto, and very wil. 
lingly learne: I ſpeake by experience, bleiſed be God, 
for euermote, «Amen, And thus much to the Mini- 
{ters which due Catechiſe : now to them that catechiſe 


not. 

But before I proceede, it may be demaunded when 
wee are to giue ouer this catechiling: or whither wee 
mult be alwayes Catechiz rs, | 

AA. Surely ſo long as wee finde our people igno- 
rant, as the holy Apoſtle did, for, though as concern» 
ing time, they ought indeed tobe Teachers, yet being 
ignorant, wee mult againe teach them the principles 
of the word, It is ſolly for a Schole maiſter to put his 
Scholler into the Pſalter, that cannot learne his Crif- 
crolle- ro, or into a Latin Author, when as yet he can 
hardly ſpell an Engliſh word, though hee hath beene 
neuer ſo long at the ſchoole. Moreouer, young ones 
come into the world and grow vp, who mult be cate- 
chiſed : therefure mult wee conrinue this courſe till out 
pariſhes ceaſe breeding a new increaſe, and the reſt be. 
able to beare ſtrong meate : and this is not likely to be 
whilſt we liue, therefore the Church hath provided for | 
continuing of catechiſing without any ſtinting of time: 


but if any mans lot light in — — hee may 


ceaſe chi labour, and account himſclfe more happy 
thanthe reſt of his brethren. But now to ſuch as doe 
not catechiſe, and theſe be of two ſores, 

Firſt, ſuch as doe nut, becauſe they indeede cannot. 


My aduiſe to them is, that as they ranne before-they | 
were 


— 


_ of rwo forts, 
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| were ſent, ſo they would freely come forth before they 25 
be called, by Death, or the laſt ſudgement, leaſt GOD | Such as would 
ſmite them dead. like ch ſor laying their hand vpon | Perhaps and 

| the Lords Arke without any warrant, Woe be vnto | ©22%*. 

| | themychey be blinde guides leading the blinde, til they 
both fall into the ditch, that is, the dungeon of hell, 
| where they ſhall periſh euerlaſtingly. Theſe be the Ca» | ©. 56.10.11. 
nee and the Specalatores cacs,of whom Eſfiab ſpeaks 
Neſcinnt docere, non p+ſſunt latrare, But let them looke 
for their reward; hearken how the Lord calleth for ven- V. 56 . 
geance by the lame Prophet. Omnes boſtus agreſtes, ot 
fere filmeſtre; venite ad denorandum : All the beaſts of 
the field, and vvild ones in the Forreſt come and de- 
uoure. Ceaſe therefore to doe euill, and learne to doe 
well, that the hand of the Lord come not wut againſt | 


. ſort of ſuch as doe not Catechiſe, are they | Such as can 
that can and will not and theſe be alſo of two ſorts, — 
ſuch as vvill Preach, but not Catechiſe: and ſuch as * Rs 
vill doe neither. For the firſt, vue is olſo many Mini- . Cancchi 
ſters fault yea, learned and worthily gifted; I yer wiſh f 
them to eonſidet how awckwardly they goo to worke, 
they ſee on a rooſe, before they lay the foundation, 
or reare vp the maine poſtes and ſtayes of the houſe: 
they build caſtles in the ayre, they vvorke vvithout 

foundation, they ſeeme to feed, bu famiſh indeed their 
| ignorant. Hearers j what mother or Nurſe will give 

rung meate to the ſucking childe ?᷑ will they teach to 
read, without knowledge of the Letters? would God l 
might intreate them to proceed with their people, not 
according to their owne habilitie in teaching, but the 
capacitie of their Auditorie in learning. He that taketh 
children to teach, though hee be neuer ſo great a 
Clarke, yet will hee diſcend downe to them, weighing | 
| their weakenefle and not his owne oy | 


r 
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1 Cor, Jo 
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bettet employment; for ſo ſhould he reach what him- ; 


(elfe k but not what poſſibly they may vnder- 
ſtand i hy which they loſe time, and he vaſteth his la- 
bour : and thus is it with many Congregations. The 
Lord petſwade theſe learned and vvorthy men to a 
mote pokuble courſe for the people, and before God 
more comfortable to themſelues. Our Sauiour Chriſt 
taught, but as his Diſciples were able to learne, not aſter 
his skill, but aſter their meaſure of conceining : ſo 
did the Apoſlle the Cerstin, vvho vvas a moſt 
lcarned Clarke, and able to ſpeake languages accor- 
ding to the places where he came. It is no diſgrace 
to Catechiſe plainely, learned Fathers haue done itz 
it argueth loue, and delire in vs to haue the pres 

its 


to vnderſtand vs :/ A mother, ſpeaking vnto her 


tle babes, ſpeaketh not, as to the elder in yeeres, 'but |- 


cuen 6s a childe to children, vnto other, as becom- 
eth her to ſpeake, and fit for them to heute: To the 
learned ſpeake learnedly, to the ſumple and 
plainelyiſo ſhall both ſorts be well bed,and well ſatisfied. 
Some there are vvhich will Preach, and not Cate -- 
chiſe, but theſe preſume to Preach onely for a credit; 
and to prevent the name of dumbe Dogges, but, be 
it ſpoken with reverence in this place, it is A 
ad Lyrem, the prouerbe they haue not learned, N 
ſutor ultra crepadam: they goe beyond their reach, to 
the great diſgrace of Preaching : they doe read a 
Text, but flye from it after, av if it had in it the 
Peltilence : ſome haue many good vvordes, but al- 
molt no matter, as if Preaching were an idle prate, 
ſome neither good wordes, nor good matter. 1 e 
not this in contempt of any mans gifts, — 
the mcaneſt of ten thouſand : but to aduiſe brotherly, 
that holy things be handled reuerently, that vve 


0 


diuide the vyord aright (though acuer {0 3 
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ſo it bee to the purpoſe orderly) to the edifica- 
SORIA and grace of our Miniſtery : ſo 
ſpeaking with authoritie from the vvord, that we need 
not be alhamed of the worke. Though the vvord be 
delivered homely, yet if it be reuerently done, and the 
food w it is to be vvell a of all hum- 
ble ſpirits , and of all ſuch as be religiouſly diſpoſed, 
But yet rather than the time ſhould be ſpent in vnpro- 
fitable preaching, I could vviſhthat omitted, till better 
and the labour beſtowedin this courſe of 


The other ſort of them that doe not Catechiſe, are 
they that wil neither preach nor catechiſe,thoughth 
can or could haue done both well. Such — 
dent vpon their Flocke, becauſe they be not cords cum 


cura avimeram , though corpore, with neglect of dutie: | 


for reſidencie is thus defined by the Canoniſts. Re- 
dentin eff (lerich is Eccleſia benefitines tewentie , cum bo- 
— trek preſentia, So — is not 
enough to be preſent in body his Parifhioners, 
buethat he willingly een feruicees the Lord 

of him for their edification: and therefore 


one vpon that definition , par efſer, preſentiam | . 


ſui exhibere , c curam ſen frraitiam Ecclefie neghigere, 
This wilfull neglect ſheweth that they loue not the 
Lambs of Chriſt, that they be without conſcience of 
their dutie, without Chriſtian compaſſion, vvhich was 
in Chriſt towards the multitude : ſuch people hauing 
ſuch Paſtours, are as Sheepe-without a Shepheard, If 


— ä — — ——— 
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Mb,. 


the loue of God dwell not in them that haue vvorldly 
riches, to relieue the bodies of the needy, and doe ſhut 
vp their compaſliun ſtm them, how du els it in theſe 
who ſhut vp Gods graces and gifts, and vill not relieue 
the ſtaruing ſoules of Chriſts poore people: The world- 
ly wealthy may haue ſome excuſe, becaule by giuing 
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Of Cateehifing. 
they diminiſh their goods: hut theſe, the more they be- 
ſtow, the more may they encreaſe in gifts and graces, 
How canthele men comforecheuſelucs, vvhen they 
arc charged by the Apoſtle, before God and his An · 
gels, at the appearing of the Lord Ielus, to be inſtant 
in ſeaſon and out uk{caſonzand yet doe negleRwilfully 
ſo great meanes of the peoples ſaluationt Their Gnge 


is great , and great puniſhment ſhall be inflited pon 


luch as know to doe well and doe it not. 

Now (brethren) to you of the Laity; if it be our 
dutie to Catechiſe you, it is your part to come to bee 
Catechiſed, and to yceld your ſelues to be taught : you 
I meane, that be yet ignorant of the principles of reli 
gion, be not aſhamed to know the truth: Godly men 
are commended in Scripgure for their humilitie herein, 
you haue an example in noble 7 heepbilus, in that ho- 
nourable Eenach, in eloquent ip,, and the con- 
uerted lewes.vhoſe grace let vs follom it is no diſgrace 
to learue, as wee ſee by theſe, but a ſhame to vs to bee 
ignorant in the very grounds of our proſeſſion. 

The Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtories make mention of the 
Catechiſed, called Catrebament: remember you aunci- 
ent, that you are to be inſtructets and Catechiſers of 
your owne families. now how can you doe this, and he 
ignorant of that you ſhould teach ? yea, Farber; muſt 
doe it, Dear.6,7, Epbeſ.6,4. an cxamplevyce haue 
in Al rabam, Gene. 17. 12. 13. 14 18. 1741819 
in David allo, Pronerb.4.3 4. 1 K.. 1. 3. 4. Me 
ther i mult be inſtructours, Pronerh,1 8, example wee 
haue in Salomon; Mother, Ve 3 1. in Leu and Eunice, 
2 Ti. . 5. & 3. 15. Hu bands mult teach their wives, 


10. 14.35. yea,cu:ry one mult admoniſh and edibve | 


another, Lear,18, 17, 1 76.5.1 1. Hebr,z, 13. Rem. 
13. 14. how much more then ſhould Gouernours of 
Families haue care of their owne houſcholds? If thele 
things 


| 
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things moue you not, conſider how many of you haue 
ſolempnly promiſed, in being God-fathers & God · mo- 
thers, to teach other mens children the Catechiſme, 
or ſee that they be taught it. If this dutic were petfor- 
med, you ſhould greatly further the publike miniſtery, 
yea, by your ſound knowledge in the matters of Cate- 
chiſine, Sermons would be better vnderſtood of you, 
you would be able to try better the Spirits, to examine 
your (clues, and ſo be made fit for the Lords Table, and 
not ruſh vnto it , as many doe to their condemnation. 
You ſhould be able eaſily toanſwere ſome aduerlary, to 
giuean account of your Faith readily,as you are com- 
manded, if you be well Catechiſed ; by the ignorance 
whereof, you canibe be but very vnſtable in your pro- 
feſſion, building without foundation: you loſe the be- 
nefie of profitable hearing of Sermons, you ealily 
yeeld to by-paths,and are turned about with cuery wind 
| of doctrine. 
© But you that are of yeeres perhaps haue gathered 
excuſes, and thinke hereby to auoid this dutie of leur - 
ning the Catechiſme : you are aſhamed to be knowen 
to beignorant: Ah, my brethren, are you more aſha- 
| med of the knowledge of your ignorance, thenof ig- 
norance it ſclfe ? Know this. chat your ſgnorance ſhall 
be knowne , if you ſo remayne in it, and God will ſe- 
uerely puniſh it, therefore now hide it not, but rather 
ſeeke to remoue it. Know alſo, that ignorance is a 
great ſinne, and wilfull ignorance a heauie puniſhment 
of God for ſinne. 
gut that you may not be held backe by this ſhame, 
conlider , that all are firſt ignorant before they get 
knowledge; that it is no cauſe of ſhame to learne that 
vvhich we doe not know, In many earthly matters we 
can both acknowledge our ignorance, and yeeld our 
ſelues to learne, why not in heauenly alſo-without 
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ſelues to be Catec hiſed when they were brought to the 


| thinketo be excuſed. 
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ſhame ? the Apoſtles were ignorant, and deſired to be 
taught to pray, and many other things, ſo other in the 
primitive Church, did confeſſe their ignorance to the 
Apoſtles, and the like did diuers after them to their | 
Succellors , whoſe godly humilitie vve ſhould follow, 
for this kinde of ſhameariſcth of a wretched pride, a 
finne hatefull to God, Doth not the Prieſts lips pre- 
ſerue knowledge , and are not you to ſecke it at his 
mouth ? 

But you will yet ſay, that your Anceſtors and fore- 
— no ſuch teaching, and yet, ſay you, they 
did well. 

How well they did in that ignorant eſlate, in their 
blindneſſe, ſuperſtition, and idolatfic, I leaue to ſhew, 
and how they are, onely God belt knoweth : yet hows | 
ſoeuer they did, know you, you cannot doe vvell if 
you — — , for you haue the meanes 
which ey had not; 


their ignorance was of — | 
in thoſe times, but yours is wicked and wilfull , and ſo 
your condemnation the more iult, except you amend, | 
But why doe you ſtand ſo much vpon your late Popiſh 
forefathers, and neglect your Anceſtors before them? 
ſhall the groſſe ignorance of the latter more harden 
vs in an ill courſethan the grace of the former in purer 
times ſtirre vs vp vnto goodneſſe ? let this vanitic and 
vaine ſolly. and madneſſe indeed, be farre from vs, 
Whentheſe come into your minde , thinke whither | 
it is better to follow them, than our father ,Lrobew, 
the bleſſed Apoltles, the holy Saints in their time, and 
our firſt forſathers receiving religion, ſubmitting them | 


faith of Chriſt, before Popety tooke poſſeſſion of them. 
gut peraduenture yet you hauc this more to ſay, thut 
you are olde, and palt learning , and thereſore will 
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Remember, that olde age acquiteth none from 
tudgement, for the man that is an hundred yeere olde, 
and vvicked, is accurſed: vvee may not therefore liue 
wilfully in ſinne, becauſe we be olde. Olde folke, for 
preſeruation of bodily life will cate childrens ſoode, 
and are youtoooldeto deſire the Milke of the Word, 


for the ſoules ſafety ? Againe, the older, ſo muchthe 


neerer the graue. and therefore haue the greater cauſe 
to learne to prepare for death, by knowing ſuch things 


as bee molt necellary to ſaluation. Olde folke can 


learne ſuch things as be forthe body,andcan give their 
mindes to remember them in caſes of need; why not 
then heavenly and fpirituall knowledge ? the cauſe u, 
for that indeed. they are like fouleleile men, not caring 
at all what may befall them in the life to come, 

But to take this excule away, that olde age is paſt 
— — and haue beene many perions olde, 
vhich leatned the Catechiſme : ſo as all old per- 
ſons are not paſt learniug, but ſuch, as indeed, are pall 
grace, and ſo if they remaine, are paſt hope of ſaluati- 
ot. The ancient in dayes, and the multitude of yeeres, 
ſhould teach wiſedome ; and ſhall olde age now, not 
onely be full of i but alſo a ſupporter of the 
ſame blindneſſe, in the middeſt of ſuch cleare lighe, and 
ſo great varietie of the meanes to bring them to this 
light? God forbid; to hom 1 leaue you, to bring you 
to a better minde. 

But if you be paſt leaming, then from experience of 
your former loſt time, and inhabilitie now to learne, 
thinke vpon ſuch as be yong vnder you, ſend them, that 


they may not follow your ſteps, and plead ignorance 


and vncapablenetfe at your yeeres; ſaue yours, if yee 

cannot oe the ſauing meanes for your ſelues. 
But methinkes, I heare ſome ſay, that euen the ſen- 
ding of their ſeruants is great detriment vnto _ 
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for by being reſtrained of their libertic thus, they are 


not vvilling to ſerue them, and ſo hardly can eyther 
get or keepe them. | 

(Brother: ) If this be ſo j know, it is for want of Ca · 
techiſing: for if euery Maſter woulddiſcharge this due- 
tic, as they by law and conſcience ate bound; whither 
ſhould ſuch irreligious (cruants gae fromthe preſence 
of the Lord ? But this is not euery where ſo, good and 
godly ſeruants vvill ſecke to good and godly places, 
as for other ſeruants, if. thou thy ſelfe truely ſeareſt 
God, thou vile as gladly be tid oſ them asthey would 
be going from thee. eAvrabam wanted no ſeruant, 
though he had care to Catechiſe chem, not Ceruchaa, 
vvho vas a deuout man, ſcar ing God, with all his houſes 
holde. Vſe well ſeruants, reward the well-doers , and 
thou ſhalt not want ſuch as will ſerue thee faithfully 
and conſtantly. As for libertie, afford it vnto them out 
of thy owne ſixe daycs of ſeauen, ſealonably and con- 


ueniently z and let them not robbe che Lord of his 


oncly one day in ſcauen. 

Remember, that thy ſeruant ſhauld be to thee more 
precious than a beaſt; yet what difference makelt thou, 
if not in this tuatter of religion ? thou feedeſt, yea, 
cloathelt, giueſt libertie, reſt, arme harbour, and dreſ- 
ling to thy beaſt, ro haue the vic of him for thy ſetuice, 
and if thou neglect thy ſeruants ſoule, doeſt thou any 
more eſteeme or make of him, than of thy beaſt, loo- 
king onely to his body, for bodily ſeruice? and there- 
fore thou mayelt not negle this good of his ſoulez 
for who ſo doth, hath his ſetuant but as in place of a 
reaſonable beaſt, but not as a Chriſtianſoule, Sce then 
Maſters what you doc herein, and you ſeruants, behold 
ſuch Maſtersto youas Turkes, and your ſelues as their 
beaſt · lik e ſlaues bodily , and Sathans (piritually : but 
of this,thus much concerning Catechiſing ot 2 

the 
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Of Catechifing. 
the firſt thing to beobferucd in the perſon to be main- 
tained, Now followethto ſheu what it is he mult reach, 
and from what, in theſe words: 1» the hr. 

By Word, here is ment the holy Scriptures, and more 
ſpecially the doctrine of the Goſpell, which in the new 
Teſtament by an exrelency is called the Word, Ale. 
16.6. which in verle 10, is expounded to bee the 
Goſpell, ſo alſo vſed in other places. 

Hence oblerue, 7 bat the we of the Goſpel is @ 
word of great excellenci: ; therefore wee ſee it here by a 
ſpeciall manner of ſpeaking to be called the Ford, as if 
— were no word elſe belides; and for further proofe 
hereof, the H. Ghoſt addethelſewhere lomething to ſet 
out the excellency thereof: it is called, the Ford of the 
K ing dome, the Word of Saluation, the Word of Life: For 
it ſhewes what Chriſts kingdome is, it is the inſtrumen- 
tall meanes for ourfaluation, and cauſeth the dead to 
live, according to God inthe Spirit, vnto euerlaſting 
life; hence is it ſaid to be liueſy, and mighty in ope- 
ration, 

This teacheth vs to eſteeme highly of the doctrine 
of the Goſpell, to receiue it with great gladneſſe, as the 
Church hath done, glorifying the Word of the Lord, 
Forit is the gladtidings of peace; it isthe onely curing 
Salue to the acculing conſcience »the Law killeth,this 
maketh aliue that terrifyeth , this comforterh ; that 
faith, diſcedne m; «Away, 
but this wenze bevrdifs, Oh come yo bleſſed of the Lord, 
receine the & g dome prepared for yon; that is the law of 
bondage; this of libertie: therein we behold onely the 
luſtice of God, and our miſerie, heercin our ha ppie 
deliuerance, and Gods great vnſpeakeable mercy. 
Bleile the Lord therefore, and let them be made much 
of, who bring theſe glad rydings of great ioy vnto all 
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of Careebiſn, 


| Secondly, hence may vvce obſcrue , That the | 


Word of God is the matter of the Muniſtery for the inflru- 
Him of the people: wohich may appeare moſt true by 
theſe, Scriptures, HMarthew 28.20, 2 Timorb, 4. 2. 
t Crymhb,g.6. and the example of Chrift,in teaching, 
Jobs 8.28. and allo his Apoltles, Ad, 26.22. For 


ir onely maketh knowne his Will vnto vs, and is the 


inſtrument of conuerſion, by which the ſpirit rvorks 


eth effectually in all ſuch as are ordayned to be (a | 


ved, and maketh bleſſed ſuch as belecue and obey 


the ſame. 

Let vs then of the Miniſtery, ſtudy the Scriptures, 
and giue attendance to the reading of them, to exhor 
ration and docttine out of them: for it onely is a/wre 
Word, it conuerteth the Soule, turning man from dark- 
neſſe to light, from Sathan vnto God, and a word 
U— — diſconer man wate bimſelfr, to 

e — — — euery 
— 2 ee 
and to bring them into obedience. It maketh vs wile, 
and perfect to euety good worke , and it is ſufficient for 
inſtruftion, correction, conſutation and docttine; and 
this onely is it, which God hath appointed, and which 
he will aſſiſt with-his(pirit, in ſaving his people. 

This iuſtly condemneth thoſe of a fault, who being 
Miniſters , yet ſtudy leaſt the Scriptures, as if they were 
too ſhallow for their deepe wits, and too vulgarly 
knowne for them to beſtow their ſtudies in, and there» 


fore delight neither in reading, nor teaching vvhat 


they ſay, but vvhat man ſayth, but as theſe ſeeke 
themſelues, ſo they looſe the Lord, and authoritie in 
the heart»of his people; videant ig, they haue their 

reward. b 
The poſition or doctrine being true, it alſo con- 
demneth the ptactiſe of our aduerſarics, vvho — 
their 
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their auditories with vaine Philoſophie. lying — — | 
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ning vs of the Miniſtery, 
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Pocticall fiction, dreames, and Sophiſticall & Sc 

quidities, Popiſh decrees, and humane Conſtitutions, 
which is to infect and po on the people vvith ſalſe 
hoods, crrours, ſuperſtition and Idoll ſeruice, fir for 
that Antichriſt, & not to feed the flocke of Chriſt with 
wholeſome doctrine, which theſe little regard, and ſo 
all ſuch as delight onely to tickle the care , to get to 
themſelues a prayſe of humane eloquence, or todeli- 
uer ſying here and there, and euery where, except the 
ſayings of Chriſt, his Prophets and —— 4 
pha before, and more often then the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, Which I ſpeake not any way to derogate from 
the iuſt prayſes of learning and eloquence : they are 
Gods excellent giftsto be honoured and commended, 
for the Miniſtery neceſſary, and in the Preaching of 
the word to be vſed, ſoit be in ſpirituall vviſedome, and 
in that holy grace of humilitie, for the Churches edi 
fication , and not our owne prayſe, ſo in /owe caſes, 
before foe hinde of auditory, in handling of ſome mar- 
ter, to vic Philoſophie, humane is not vn- 
lau full, as the learned ſhew , and elſo-where my ſelfe 
have publiſhed , which I note, leſt here 1 be miltaken, 
And thus much for the firſt partof my Text concer- 
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obſerued two circumſtances: firlt, the 
XI.. pri e , the duety 
or 
For the firſt, the perſon ex- 
horted to mdintaine the MIN IS TEA, U eucry one, | 
without any exception, that is taught in the word: the 
xceTwx 0Ujutvog, is ly ment of fuch a one as is in- 
ſtructed by word of mouth in the Chriftien faich, bo- 
fore he be Haptiſed, which was the Chutches cuſtome, 
when perſons of yceres weee conuerted to the Chri- 
(lian religion : but here it is taken for all heaters, ſuch 
as be in their Catechiſme, and ſuch as be more expert 
in the word, whither they be inſtructed publikely or 
privately of their Paſtours and Miniſters : ſo the word 
is vſed, as well for thoſe in the Church, as for thoſe 
that ate to be admitted into the Church, Rem. 2. 18, 
Where the Apoſtle calleth a Teacher of the law, 
xafſnyolutrop tn 16us, And therefore here it is, as if 
the Apoſtle had faid, you Gli, vvhich haue 
Teachers inſtructing you, giving either to the weaker 
Milke, or to other ſtrong meate, you, ſo taught, are to 
maintaine them for that their and —_— | 
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Whence we may obſerue, That the learner us te #3.44 
tame h Teacher, the ( atechiſed the Carechiler, the Pa- 
riſhioner bug Paſtour, the Hrarer of whes degree former 
bu Iuſtruflowr, This is the principall point here in- 
tended in theſe vvordes, which is further proucd by 
this (ame Apoſtle, by many rcaſons elfſe-where. in 
1 Cor, 9. This is an Apoſtolicall conſtitution, and the 
Lords ordinance, for the maintenance of the Minilte. 
ry vnder the Goſpell, as well as vnder the law, that Mi. 
niſters may be encouraged in the execution of their of- 
fice, and that there may be a continuance of the Mini- 
ſtery, which without maintenance would not be. 
Therefore you our Hearers are to make conſcience 
of this ductie, which make no conſcience of it. and you 
that doe make conſcience thereof, to continue ſo (111, 
There be foure principall dueties vvhich you the 
people are to performe to their Paſtours, and Mini- 
ſters ; the firſt u to bears them, which all but Atheiſts 
and Papiſts vvill doe, vaine SeQarics, idle-headed 
Schilmatickes, and fuch alſo among vs, which be in 
loue vvith their ſinnes, cannot away to heare 
them ſpoken againſt. us toremrrence their Per. 
ſow,receiuing as Amballadourgw hich the 
truely conuerted will doe, but the proud and prophane 
will not. The third is to obey 1bewr, and ſubmit your ſelues 
vnto them, i» che Lord, which onely thoſe refuſe, who 
cannot away to be reſtrayned from their liberty of ſin- 
ing. The fourth is 7 lone and to allow them mene, 
which the couetous worldling cannot away to heare of, 
But to moue you, let theſe reaſons preuaile with you 
Paſtours are ſpirituall parents, who beget men vn 
God, who therefore doe owethemſclues vnto them, as 
children vnto Parents. It is the Law of Nations, and a 
common equitie. that ſuch as labour for the common 


equiti 
good of all, ſhould be waintained by them all: this man 
E 2 yeeldeth 


— 


Morizes. 

1 Cr. 4. 15. 
Phil. Yerſ. 19. 
People muſt 
mainraine 
their Paſtours. 
Dent. 2 5. 4. 


— —— 


2 — 


” 


* 


| 


Of the Miniſters maintenance. 


yeeldeth tothe labouring Oxe, and the law ſo provided, 
It is a charge laid vpon you by Gods L.., Dent 12.19, 
Tim. 5. 17- and this is grounded vpon the former 
common equitie, verſe 18. Euery trade and calling is 
able ro maintaine them, that honeſtly with diligence 
labour therein. And is the Miniſteric ſo baſe, as that it 
ſhould ſet the Minilters on begging, which attend vp- 
on it? He that goeth on vvarrefare liueth not on his 
owne coſt, the labourer hath his hyre, the Shepheard 
feedes of the Mille of the flocke: Now, Miniſters 
are watchmen, labourers in the Lords Vineyard, and 
Shepherds ſer ouer their flockes, and therefore are to 
cate of the fruit of the Vines, and to receiue mainte- 
— —— Lord hath 

Miniſters arc to give chamfelues ſtudiouſſy to their 
miniſtric; and not to be intangled with the cares of this 
world: thereforemult others care for them, to prevent 
their cares, The Lord hath ſet this downe, that hee 
which preacheth the Goſpell ſhould live of rbe Goſpel, 
ls a meſſenger of (aluation,of glad tidings of peace, leiſe 
to be regardedthen the Miniſters of the Law and death, 
who were well and very-liberally prouided for among 
the people of God vnder the Law? See then (my bre- 
thren) that Nature, common equity, and the word of 
God doth binde you to provide for, and to maintaine 
your Miniſters, by whom you are taught in the word: 


and thus much for the perlon which is to maintaine | 


the Miniſter, euen every one, higher or lower, richer 
or in ſome meaner eſtate, are to ivyne together herein. 

The ſecond circumſtance is that vvhereunto this 
party is exhorted, and that is to make his Teacher 
» Taker of or in all bus goods, Whence wemay obſerue 
this Doctrine: That maintenance is allywed by the Lord 


r the Aliniſtery of the Goſped, and Preaching — 
| werd: 


— — 


— 


— 


——— 


Of che Miniſters maintenance. 1 
word : this is proued in, 1 Cer 9. 14. 1 Tu. f. 17, | Proofe, 
Mah. 10. 10. Bcaulc it is a calling ordained of God, | Eb, 4. 

and Miniſters are his meſſengers and ſeruants, and the | 2 Cor, 3. 
labour of the Miniſtery is vvorthy of vvages, and a | Reaſon. | 
worke deſeruing a great reward, Acknowledge there. Vie. 
fore this truth. For if you will conf. (ſe maintenance 
due, you will then bethinke your ſelues peraduenture 

how you may giue them maintenance, For hee that | 
granteth maintenance, mult alſo afford maintenance, 
as his indgement is informed for the one, ſo his con- | 
ſcience ſhould pricke him forward to the other, but l 
take this as agreed vpon on all hands, (except any be 
poſſeiſed vvich an Anabaptiſticall ſpirit, denying any 
need of the office of a publicke Teacher) that it is fit 
that the Miniſter of C1 « 1 5 T be maintained; but the 
doubt is of the manner, and of the mc. 4 

That this doubt may be removed, and your mindes 
ſetled, if indeed you dally not with G O D and your | 
owne conſciences herein. three things will I proue va» | Three points 
to you: firſt, that this maintenance mult be hberal: | handled con- 
ſecondly certaine, and thirdly, that the belt meancs is, | cerning the 
to be maintained by 7 ytber. — 
The painefull Preachers of the Geſpell are liberally to - Do Ty 
be maintained, this is a part of their double honour; in p N- 
beggarly maintenance is no honour, but baſe con- + : 

tempt; here in this Text the Apoſtle vvilleth their — . 
Hearers to make them partakers of all their goods, this oeh liberal | 
is a large allowance. The Miniſtery of the Goſpell is | tobemain- * 
more excellent than the Miniſtery of the Law, and | #incd. 
therefore if the Lord iudged them vvorthy of a very 
great allowance for their labour in their ſeruice for |} 
the Tabernacle, how much greater now are the 
Miniſters of the Goſpell worthy of? Hut ſee how li» | The Lords 
berall the Lord vvas to the Prieſts and Leuites, The — 
whole Land of promiſe, was but a3 a ſourth part to all | come the 

E 3 England | Levites. 
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Lew. 27. 30 31. 


Exod. 34. 19.20. 


E7ee, 44- 30. 
Nrbe. 10. 26. 
N. 18. 15. 16. 
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" Of the Miniſters maintenance. | 


—— — yet did che Lord allow for their 
maintenance, and their ſarni lies. 


in, that their — afrer their death 
men, to ſceke harbour and homeſt eedes. | 


Fruit, Catle, Sheepe, &c x euen tythes of all, as /acob 
vowed. Ge. 28. 22, 


Nr 8. 13. Des. 18. 4 EN. 30. Nb. 10 38. 3y. 


cated to God. and ſeparated from a common vic. N. 
18. 8 14. 19. Exec, 44-29. 30. 


Sixely, 
ferings, and the Shew. bread, . 18. 9. 11. EN. 44. 
29. Le. 24. 9. 


had the breſſ andehe ſhoulder, of other, the ſhoulder 
the ewo cheekes and maw : and of burnt offerings the 
— tent 2 


by the yeerely 1 
ring of the Males, Exed. 23. 16. and 34. 20. 
other occaſions, Len. 3. 1 f. 1 6. 


of all your goods, and this the Lords bountie to the 
Levites liberall maintenance, then are wee now-libe- 
rally tu be maintayned. For the Miniſterie of the G 
ſpell, is as worthy of it, as the Miniſterie of the law, Mi- 


how canthey doe this, if they be not liberally main- 
tained? — — 


contempr, 


Firlt, forty eighe Cities with the Suburbs, to dwell 
he not bee 
mindes of 


to the cruell world and merci 


Secondly, they had tythes of all things. of Corne, 


— — 


Thindiy che firſt bomeof Man and Beat was theirs, 

as appeareth by mauy places. 

Fourthly, all the feſt fruits vvere due vnto them, | 

Fiftly, all oblations'and vowes whatſocuer was dedi- 
ſinne Offerings, heave Offerings, ſhake Of- 


,of the lacrifice of thankeſgiving, they 


Eighely, they reaped 


If therefore wee account double honour, partaking 


niſters are to be liberall, and plentiſull in good workes, 


2 


Of che Miniſters maintenance. 
| Therefore you ſee that you are not onely to main» 


taine them, but liberally alſo. So ſhall you encourage | 


them in their Miniſtery ; ſtir vp other. in hope, to be- 


| come Miniſters z make them able to ſhew forth good 


workes of mercy vneo the poorey and ſo get them ſa- 
uour and countenance before the people. In the pri- 
mitiue Church profeilours were ing large han- 
ded to the Church; and our latrer Aunceltours ſpared 
not any colt to doe good to the Church. Which iuſt- 
ly reproucth and condemneth now in our age, the 
ſparing and niggardly hand of moſt rovvards the 
Ch in other (too many) their Robbing and Sa- 
criledgious hands layd vpon the goods of the Church; 


'| who proſeiſe religion in policie, and not in Pietieʒ and 


can allow CAlicbaer wages, pethaps ten ſhekels of Sil- 
uer, « ſuite of and meate, and drincke, and 
bleiſe themſelues tor their bounty, if any of theſe come 
to twenty nobles, ten, or ewenty pounds, as persduen 
ture they will in ſome caſes. (viz. that by ſuch a pit- 
tance they may many hundreds of pounds, 
as ſome doe, ) Oh how bountifull Zarroner, I ſhould 
lay Patrom, be they? for vvhy? they and the like doe 
iudge out of their charicable pietie, twentie pounds 
a ſufficient allcwance, And it may be ſo; to fuch bafe 
fellowcs perhaps as they preſent, who are almoſt alto · 
gether vnlearned, vnũtt for the Miniſtery, and u ho neuer 
knew how other ile they could get ten pounds with» 
out great bodily painesz no maruaile, that ſuch can 
be williag to take twenty yeerely fora Parſon- 
age worth kiſtcene-ſeore: horrible Symonie, execrable 
Sacriledge ! The Canker-worme of Gods heauic curſe 
ſcaze vpon ſuch polleiſcd prayes, and cate vp their 
(ubltance,tilthey ceaſe to doe ſo wickedly. gut Chureh- 
robber) tell mee, if the Incumbiene be learned, and a 
painefull godly Teacher, is thisthy allowance ſufficient? 

I 


| 


— — — 


— — 


Vſe. 


Indy. 17, 


The Parſon 
and a Cheuerill 
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hath met toge- 
ther moſt 
worthy a 
Plum: tree. 
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Of the Miniſters maintenance. 
I demand why then thou art ſo greedy, ſo immeaſure- 
ably gaping for more? parhaps thou haſt tuo hundred, 
fue hundred, or a thouſand pounds by ycere of thine 
owne lands and leaſes, a full temporall eſtate (if there 
were in the contentment humilitie, and frugality, and 
that thou wert not = wretchedly —_—_ _ 
antly proud and of hauty Spirit, or proſuſe a 
| viſh in Gods bleſſings) and yer wilt chow live of Sacri- 
ledge? The Lord iudge berweene thee and his Mini- 
ters. 1s twenty, forty, ſiſty pounds, a ſufficiencie for 
Miniſters of good deſert, whom God accounterh wor- 
thy of double honour, and commanderh |iberally to 
be rewarded, and can _ be ſufficient for you 
( you wicked worl ) but that you will needs rob 
God of his righe, and his Miniſters of their due main- 
tenance ? Ie it his Miniſtery, or his perſon in the Mi- 
niſtery, vvhich you ſo meanely eſteeme of, that you 
can afford him no better reſpe&? Surely his worke is 
a worthy worke, h a ne Eſa account it | 
of no valew, not a 4 and for 
—. worke ſake double honour is to be giuen 0 
q 
What Pride then poſſeſſeth your hearts? is 
vnderſtandings darkened? and hath the God of this 
world ſo blinded your eyes, that Gods Miniſters can 
merit at your hands no more, or the belt 
little more (if you might haue your wils) tor their (uf- 
ficient maintenance, and yet you ludge your ſelues vor 
thy ol all chat which you any way can cotne by, either 
in the Church or Common-wealth ? in former times 
God was to be honoured with the chieſe of the peoples 
increaſe and riches, and may almoſt any thing now 
ſerue the turne? before times the Mini was many 
wayes maintained, and had a tenth part beſides, and 


— —— 


— — 


— 


| 


| 
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of the Miniſters — 


ol that tenth. ſcatce the hundreth partot the Parſonage 
remaining to the poore incumbent? Shall we coin- 


mend the law for ſo well prouiding ? or ſhall wee con- 


demne the Goſpell? God forbid: let mens wicked co- 
uetouſneſſe be condemned, and the perſons lo inſected 
beguſtly cenſured. It vvas before deſtruction to de · 
uour vp that, which was ſce apart for Gods ſeruice; 
and thinke you, that no plagues, no puniſhments, ſhall 
be poured out from God nom vpon Sacriledgious 


Church - robbers ? Shall our fathers giue liberally,and 


ſhall we take away? they gaue of their oune, ſo doe not 
you, neither vill you ſuffer(which is a greater iniquitie) 
the Miniſters of: Chriſt to inioy the tree giſt of other 
men, Well, goe on; buy, purchaſe, and poileſſe vn- 
iuſtly; yet know your linne, leaſt a pe con» 
ſumption come vpon your ſubitance. Surely, vpon 
the vnrighteous ſhalbe indignation and wrath, tribu- 
— — and vpon the wicked will. the Lord 
raine ſnarea, fre and brimſtone, ſtormie tempeſt, and 
this ſhall be their portion to drinke. And thus much 
— thee a Miniice i liberally tobe main- 


| tained : the ſecond fallowerh. 


. 


it s moſt ment that A Miniſters maintenance be 4s 
well certains, 44 competent. So the Lord did ordaine 
vnder the lam, chat the Preiſts and Levites might know 
their due aud right belonging vnto them: ſo now the 
the Lord ordainerh-bis Miniſters double honour, that 
they live of the Goſpetl, and that their hearers make 
them pertakers af all them goods, Hereby the people 
are certainly bound to maintaine them with an hono- 
rable maintenance, how this may be to a iuſt ſumme 
ſhall appeare in the next point to be handled . And 
good reaſon is there that a Miniſters maintenance be 
certaine. Theokiceof the Miniſteric is certaine vnto 
the end of the worldz the execution thereof is impoſed 
F vpon 


| 
| 


Pros, 20. 25, | 


Reaſ. 


Fob. 412.12. 
M. 28. 19.20. | 
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| performe his office therein as certainelyʒ the charge is 


—— 


Of the Miaiſters maintenance. 
vpon him that is once lawfully called thereto, and to 


great and waighty, and a woe remayneth to him, if hee 
doe not. It is therefore moſt meet, that with a certaine 
office, and the Mmifter bound as certainly to diſchar 
that office, that there be alſo as certaine a maint 
to vphold the ſame, and to encourage ſuch in the diſ- 
charge of their dutie. | 

It therefore you thinke the Miniſters worthy of 
maintenance, iudge it allo very neceſſary that the ſame 
be certaine. The charge is certaine vpon them to looke 
carefully thereto with all diligence, and the comman 
dement is as ſure, binding you to maintaine them. What 
letteth then, to make their maintenance certaine before 
men, which you in conſcience are bound to giue moſt 
certainely before God ? verely not any thing: if you | 
haue any vptightneſſe of conſcience to performe this 
duety to t or care at all to conſtantly the 
Miniſtery? If men be honeſtly minded they will as | 
well make certaine thatwhich they doe — pro- 
miſe that which · willingly they ſay they doe giue. But it 
— be people are delighted to hold their Teachers 
in ſuſpence, to make them more ſeruiceable to their 
wils, and more heholden to them, for that which for- 
ſooth, they ſo voluntarily contribute; as if it were not 
deſerued; or that the labourer were not worthy of his 
hyre yor they not of duety bound to doe that which 
they doe, if they haue either faith in their words, truth 
in their profeſſion, or cate of obedience towards God. 
Be like they would hold vp, or call vp againe among | 
ve, the order of begging Fryars, and doe delire to 
make Gods Miniſters bow to them for their mainte · 
nance; to whom they owe 'reucrence and double ho- 
nour for their Miniſtery. What is this voluntary cor. 
tribution, but a tying of Miniſters to the pleaſure of 


me 


| 


— 


Of the Miniſters maintenance. 


the multitude, whoſe mindes remaine as conſtant, as 
the vveather · cocke? Who ſceth not how this is to 
make the Miniſter to liue vpon almes, in ſome mens 
account, to pleaſe mens humour, to loſe their au- 
thority ouer the people, to be baſely accounted of, 
euery day to expect their departure, ſo to liue vnquiet, 
in minde diſcontentedly, to conclude certainely no- 
thing vvith themſelues for their continuing in any 
place? This tyeth vp their mouthes for telling the 
people of their ſinnes, or the houſe of Jace of their 
tranſgreſſions, leaſt ſuch voluntaries become malc- 
contents, and turne their benexo/ence, into malewolence, 
This vrould hinder men from the ſtudy of diuinitie, 
and men of learning and gifts would not take vpon 
them the Miniſtery, if no better prouiſion were made 
for them, but to live vpon mens meere will,and 
at the pleaſure of the vntamed luſts of diſorderly and 
vnſtable multitudes. Hee that hath beene, or now is 
acquainted with beneuolences, can tell what cold de- 
uotion is in men this vvay. They art not like the 
Phariſie (though as much boaſting, perhaps, having 
leſſe cauſe) who would giue a tenth part, but as Saint 
Ang»ſtine complained in his time of th epeoples ſtraite 
heart and to the Miniſtery, ſaying, T wx mole 
leſſmam das ſo may vvee complaine, that neither 
one nor other almoſt vvill giue ſcarce the thouſand 
part voluntarily, Some one, wee fee, of an hundreth 
will giue ſomewhat largely, ſome other, a few, among 
thouſands will give, but very ſparingly, ſo niggardly, 
as is a ſhame to tell, and the greateſt number nothing 
at all. The meaner ſort are found more willing, the 
rich able, but few of them, very forward. 

Therefore in theſe luke warme dayes when peoples 
hearts are ſo ſtocken, ur ſo variable and vnconſtant, 
ſo hardly well pleaſed, ſo ſoone diſpleaſed, ſo full of 
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Of the Miniſters naintenance. 


fantaſies, wherein yet the Miniſters mult follow them, 
or elſe they ſhalbe diſcarded, it is reaſonable to any 
reaſonable man, to iudge it better for the Miniſter to 
live ypon certainty; than vpon beneuolence, volunta- 
ry cuntribution, and vncertainties, for ſo, as a people 
(hall deſire that a Miniſter ſhould abide vvith them 
conllantly, (o ſhould they be tyed to maintaine him 
as certainely : yea, this vvould tye a Paſtour to his 
flocke, i hee haue a minde contented, and the 
to him, if they haue religion in them, knowing 
neither part is at libertie, vvhen they liſt; ypon lighe 
occalions, eithet to calt other off; but to continue 
together, vvhile the one is taught and trained vp in 
the wayes of God, and his truc worſhip painefully,and 
the other maintained in a certaine com ſuffich 
encie. But now I come to the third and laſt point to 
be how ſuch ſo competent maintenance may 
be made . whichlaftirme to be by Tythes. The 
ion is this. 

That the leſtand moſt fit meane; for the certaine and 
ſufficient maintenance of CMmifterr. by Tyther, The 
holy men-of God ſo iudged before the law, who paid 


| eyth; tything out « tenth” part vnto G b, ar de 


vowed, d tc en ALLAT wi, drcima decimabe — 
offred ofthe fruits of the ground, and of the incres 

of their cattell. This maintenance the Lord ratified 
vnder the law by plaine precepts, which hee gaue to 
the Leuites for the ſeruioe of the Tabernacle, Tooke 
not-Chrilt arighe therein in the perſon of CAMelcbin 


le ſaith, that the LOA D hath die, or 
taken order for-it, implying a ſtatute for the · ſame j 
now let any ſhew what certaine maintenance did ever 
the Lord appointfor the Miniſtery, but tythes ? other 


things came in according to the ſeruice then in vie, 


for 
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ſedech approving the paiment thereof in his time? | 
. {| the Apo 
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of the Miniſters maintenance. 


for the time preſent, and with the ſeruice of neceſſitie 
to ceaſe; but tythes before are not to be judged cere» 
moniall, yet if then,not therefore now, When the Lord 
ſent peace vnto his Church,then were tythes brought 
in againe; the authority of Emperours, Kings, Coun- 
cela, Ecclelialticall conſlitutions heretofore and yet 
daily approuing, confirming and commaunding the 
yment of the ſame; yvhich is ſo vvell knowne, as 
Fneede not here ſet downe the ſame. Thus vve ſee it 
the wiſedome of God and his Church, before the law, 
vnder the law, and now vnder the Goſpell to judge 
' tythes to be the ſitteſt meanes to maintaine the Mini- 
ſtery which alſo the very Heathen payed to the ſeruice 
of their Gods, to Iwpiter, to Heremler,and other, The 
tenth — pan rogers truely payd, out 
of Gods bleſſing to euery man,for the Miniſter. The 
Hebrew word Decimau, hath affinitic with another, 
that is, Dive: fuit, for that a tenth is #8 a rich preſent, 
giuen vnto the Lord,which both God and his Church 
accepteth as a good meanes for the maintenance of 
Miniſters, * : 
Againe can any Hearer make his Teacher pat · 
taker of all his — better than by tything ? 
moreouer no in equall valew can be ſo con» 


— — 


kinde they be ſufficient at all times, howſocuer the 
price of things doe ariſe or fall, « Miniſter hath his 
part with the — cheepe or deere yeeres: which 
maketh his living conſtantly anſwereable vnto the 
times, partaking with his pariſhioners, ſo as hee may 
have a fell ing of their proſperitie and aduerſi- 
ty, and be thereby occalioned vvith them to praile 
God, or to pray for them. By«his every one offereth 
vp ſomewhat vnto the vpholding of Gods ſeruice, 
| howlocuer deſerued on the Miniſters part, yet truely 


C... payd 


| 


uenient for. their maintenance, as tythes payd in | 
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of the Miniſters maintenance. 


payd for the true —_ God, it is plealing to the 
Lord, and ſuch may looke for a bleſſing. We fee by 
lamentable experience with vs, that where tythes are 
not payd, there is but beggarly maintenance for the 
Miniſter, Many hundreth of yeeres hath the cuſtome 
of paying tythes beene practiſed in the Church, and 


| for any thing yet apparant, no better courſe hitherto 
can be found. For where this payment fayleth with 


vs, there the Miniſtery is neglected, Miniſters live ve · 
ry pootely no comperency is left, but ſome beggar- 
ly ſtypend of ſome foure, ſixe, eight, or ten pounds 
x umeras pecwnis, not ſufficient to maintaine the life 
of a poore labourer : the Church-robbers ſtole away 
pounds and ge pence, carryed away all —_— 
and left a poore- pittance, and the ſame alfo fore 
charged vvith payments, vvhich may cauſe many to 
mourne, for the grieuous jon which lyeth vp- 
on them moſt heauily, and that without hope of re- 
couery, as far as they can ſce. O Conertora Crusltis 
Sacrilegious mpietie ! 

| eld your ſeiues therefore to the Lords vviſe· 
dome herein, the wiſedome of Gods Church, che au- 
thority of Councels, the command of Princes, the 
practiſe of our right meaning fore-fathers, the deyoti- 
on of our fate Aunceſtours, though in other thingy, 
erring, by miſleading, yet herein to be greatly com- 
mended were not after our mindes, but farre 


better diſpoſed, thoogh they knew lefſe, but wee will, 


needs be held religious, and yet live of robbing 
Churches. O — O re,! Our Aunceſtours did 
robbe themſelues to enrich the Church, (indeed in 
many things too much) but we robbe the Church, to 
enrich our ſelues, an vngodly change. 

But it may be you will ſay, for who will not ſay 
ſomewhat for himſelfe in theſe dayes, to defend or 


excule 
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* 
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excuſe his vvickedneſſe? that it is a great queſtion, 
whither the payment of tythes be lawfull; with whom? 
ſurely, either with idle headed Schiſmatickes, or Sacri- 
ledgious ſinners; but who of ripe judgement maketh 
it an valawful thing to maintaine Miniſters by tythes? 
but if thou haſt a couetous ſcruple vpon this quelti. 
on, not to pay tythes; be checked in thy conſcience 
likewiſe for with holding tythes, when ſollide reaſons 
are giuen againſt thy Sacriledgious ſinne, by very 
many learned Diuines. My meaning is not here to 
diſpute to and fro of this point with thee, for 1 referre 
thee to whole treatiſes ofthis matter(written by others: ) 
But fir# know, that tythes is here in our Church the 
maintenance of the Miniſter; ſecndiy, that our Church 
(vvhereof thou art either a true, or counterfeite 
member) doth hold ſuch maintenance lawfull,and 
therefore till thou canſt either finde a better courſe, 
or conuince Her of an errour, let thy conſcience be 
(if thou haſt any) to yeeld to her determination, and 


beware of deciding the queſtion thy felfe, which is | 
onely a couctous concluſion, from a-prophane heart. 


But to come to that, which I moſt minde at this pre- 
ſents thou canſt not deny, but, that the Miniſterie is 
Gods ordinance, that he hath appointed that his Mi- 
niſters be maintained; thou halt heard alſo, that this 
maintenance ſhould be ſufficient, and it cannot bee 
denied, but that tythes hath beene giuen for this end, 
and are payd in very many places (til] to this purpole, 
onely in ſome places they be kept backe, and there 
the Miniſter hath not in any meaſure a competencie. 
Now this is.it which I would haue thee and all ſuch 
to know, that by your detayning of tythes from them 
(which is the onely ordinary meanes of maintenance 
vvith vs) not leaving any competeneie to them, is 
your heauy ſinne, worſe then eAcbans theft, for _ 
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he received condigne puniſhment ; yes, both hee and 
all his payd « heauy price for it: and know that 
Gods iuſtiee ſleepes not, ncither is his revenging hand 
any whit ſhortened. 

Know you not, that Hui and his wife did wich. 
hold onely a part of tHe whole, and that which they 
theraſelues had gien to the Church, and yet death 
ſeated vpon them both for the ſame, what then may 
you expect? vvhar death and deſtruction is due to 
you, who not onely giue nothing of your owne, but 
robbe the Church of that which was giuen by other 
men? the dead ſhall riſe vp in iudgement againſt you, 
you Cankcy-wormes. Conlider you not that the very 
name of /mpropriatron, telleth and.conuiRterh you of 


improper polleſſours of the fame ? Plcad not a graunt 
from man, for what man can make good Sacril-dge 
before GOD? plead not that thou are but ondly 
a Farmar : an inferiour tranigreſſer may periſh, 


h hee be not the princi in vorighte- 
thoug principall actour in vnrig 


Lou know that Antichriſt began this Sacriledge, 
and vvill you by verball be great ] 
to Poperie, and yet indeed, be to it great friends and 
followers in ſuſhelliſn a practiſe ? deepe Hypecrifie ! You 
vvill none of that religion, and yet live of robbing : 
you protelt againſt their vngodlinetle (for you 
ſerue the times) but you can very well digeſt their vn 
righteouſneſſe, it is for your Fav bleſſe Hari] 
amon is your God, whatloeuer you pretend, he is 
pave 4. — — you not, that by this Churchy 
bing, many Congregations, and thoſe very great, 
hauing thoulands of poore ſoules in them are vvith- 
out competent maintenance to haue a preacher?Soules 
r precious to God, they did colt the price of Chrifls 


bloud: 
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d: and yet wherethere is no vilion the people 


ub : Oh then. ſhall your private profit becauſe of their 
deſtiuction ? ¶ urſed gaine, to win cuen a vyorld vvith 
damnation of ſoules. But ſuch places, ſay you, doe get 
themſelues preachers; yea, but ſo is enſorced a double 
charge vpon the people, which your vnrighteoulnes 
cauſeth, and is this lightly to be regarded ? Anſw ere 
me now, I pray you, as you ſhall one day make an ac- 
count before God and his Angels vnto leſus Chit : 
how can you comfort your {clues in this damnable 
coun ? where is the vori, your warrant,thus, for your 
owne profit, to vvithhold from your Miniſters , that 
vyhich ſhould maintainc them ? What lone of Religi- 
oo is in you? vvhat reſpect of common good? vvhat 
compaſſion to mens ſoulcy? vvhat fecling of the hea- 
uie burthen which you cauſe your poore neighbours 


lides maintaynetheir Minifter? Conſider you not that 
the hyre of the labourers is by you kept backe , and 
their eryes picece che Heauens, and is entred into 
cares of the Lord? Sinne you not againſt common 
equitie, muſling the Oxes mouth that treadeth out the 
| Corne? Is not the labourer worthy to be rewarded ? 
Doe you labour in Gods Vincyard? if not, why holde 
you from Chriſts Miniſters their neceſſary maince- 
nance ? Your manner is to lay all vpon the 

your (clues to allow ing, or very little: this is the 
euilveſſe of your hearts, for the moſt part, that ſuch of 
2 Rogonngs 
conſcience of ſeruing God, and maintayning of t 
preaching of his Word. And no maruell that ſuch a 
curſe isvpon you, for the Miniſters maintenance, the 


peoples miſery, and great oppreſſion, 


| good intendements of the dead doe call Heauen and 
G Earth 
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| Earrhto witnelſe againſt this your couetouſneſſe, your | 
crueltie to your neighbours bodies and ſoules, your 

owne hearts prophaneneſſe or hypocriſie, and this 
your ſinne and Sacriledge, andthat God would iudge 
berweene you and them, and blow vpon your eſtates 
as he hath done vpon many already paſt and preſent; 
your fayre forewarnings. | | 

Conſider, how you open the adverſaries mouths 
againſt our profeſſion; how they condemne our refor- | 
mation to be but a robbing of the Church, and a de- 
uouring of that vrhich was ſet a part to the Lords ſer- 
wice. Shame you not to bring ſhame vpon Gods Go- 
fpcll : ſhall other (poyle the Church, his Miniſters,and 
people, and feare you not to liue vpon the robberie 

Conlider , how you, asI haue ſayd, profeſſe hatred 
to Idolatrie; and will you live in Sacriledge ? how dare 
you turne that to priuate ,truely intended and gi- 
ven for publike good ? can you withhold from 
the Church, oncly to maintaine your pride and plea · 
fure, that which ſhould be for the Paſtourt [uelyhood, 
and the reward of his paynes in diligent teaching of 
his floc te and know youthis-? and ſhall not the con 
lidecation heetcof teſtraine the rage of your couetouſ 
nelle, but you vvill yet hold the owners from their 
right? 

Conſider. how the Lord hath curſed many ſuch robs 
| Churches; how their eſtates have had vpon them a 
continuall conſumption : and ſhall not vvrath powred 
9 out, euen before your eyes, make you afrayd ? 
{| Conſider with your ſelues, how theſe vvere giuen 
tothe Miniſtery , how vvickedly they vvere taken a 
way, vvhat were the vniuſt grounds thereuf, who were 
the parties, and the Lords anger againſt them. Alf 
| what. juſt cauſe now to reſtore them againe, or at leaf 
| 4 luthcient- maintenance for them, Know you, = 
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the Lord commaundeth you to maintalne your Mini- 
ſters, and that they want maintenance, or that your 
neighbours mult doe more than they may , and dare 
you live in this rebellious diſobedience, not onely not 
to maintaine them, but to rob them. and to ſpoyle 
your brethren without ſence of their miſety? Oh heart 
that cannot repent ! thou heapeſt vnto thy ſelfe wrach 
againſt the day of vvrath, 'andthe declaration of- the 
iuſt judgement of God. 

Conlider , vvith what face you can demaund the 
tenth part of the peoples labours, and ſee them want 
the meanes of ſaluation, for vvhich they pay theſe 
tythes ? Doe you as you would be done vnto ? yerely 


no: for ſure and certaine it is, that, if the tythes were not 


in your owne hands , you could be very well content 
that they ſhould goe to the Church, and your Miniſters 
be maintayned by them. And can your hearts judge 
ſo vprightly for your Miniſters in reſpect of other 
mem and is there no loue of equitie ? no faith of truth? 
no power of conſcience? no regard of the M iniſtery⸗ 
no neighbourly compaſſion? no (trength of grace, nor 
dread of God to make you equall and iuſt ludges be- 
tweene your Miniſters and your (clues, to yeeld them 
their right out of your owne hands ? Ah partiall (elfe. 
love and enemy to equitie and iuſt dealing 
Conlider, with vv hat promiſe of a bleſſing, vvith 
what hope of mercie you can commend thele goods to 
your poſteritie, ſo vniultly taken from the Church, ſo 
vnmercifully withheld by you, ſo needfull ro berelto- 
red to the Church againe, for the peoples eaſe, euery 
way too deepely charged, and the Miniſters more cer- 
taine and liberall maintenance ? Will you vainely 
thinke that your children ſhallthriue and doe well by 
your iniuſtice and wrongs, and by your wicked workes 
of inquitie / Oppreſſion ſhall bring thee 10 penerties 
92 He 


| 


47 


Rem +, 


Pro, 22.16, 


Jer. 17. 11. 


Pyro. 13. 1 1. 


and 14 11. 


Pro. 20.25. 


Ml. 3.9. 


Pro. 14 16. 


MA. 3. 8. 


Virę li. Ene. 2. 
Lactan. de Or- 


| $in,errer cap. . 


| Cap.8, 


Iuſtia.bift, li. 2. 


48 E ( Of the Miaiſters maintenance. 


| Hee that getioth richer, and not by right , ſhall leane them 
| in the middeſt of bis dayer, and at bis end ſhall be a fool. 

The riches of vanitie H diminiſh, and the houſe of the 
| with-d ſhall be d:firoyer, where is proſperous hope vnto 
| poſterities in ill gutten goods 


| 


| to ſpoyle the Temple of eFpele, they were deſtroyed 


Therefore,that at length I may conclude this exhor- 


tation, vveigh theſe things well , ponder them in your 


hearts, conlider how you ſtand thus guiltie of Sacri- 
ledge, how the Miniſters haue cauſe to mourne , how 
the people grieue, and may complaine to God, and how 
weakely , indeed and truth, you can oppoſe againſt 
that vvhich hath beene layd. that ſo you may yeeld li- 
berall and ſufficient maintenance to your Mimiſters, that 
God may repent of that he hath determined ag ainſt you, 
and you receiue a bleſſing to you and yours. Now be 
not like the foole, vvhich ſeeth the plague , yet goeth 
on, aud is puniſhed, The wiſe man feareth,and depar- 
teth from euill, but « foolerageth and is careleſſe. The 
barbarous Heathen wonld wor /peyle their God! , ard if 
any vvere ſo wicked — (though God both 
hated them and their Idols, neuertheleſſe, becauſe hee 
would ſhew his deteſtation againſt ſuch as would wor- 
ſhipa God, though but an ldoll, and yet rob him) fuch 
vvould he plague and ſeuerely pumiſn. The Heathen 
in their writings, beare wirniefſe of this. The Grecians 
offering violence to the Temple of Palas, neuer pro- 
ſpered after, An auncient Father teporteth, how di- 
vers Heathen were grieuouſſy puniſhed for offering 
violence to boly things. Falaixs the Cenſovur, for ta- 
king tyles of Marble out of Jane Lacinia her Temple, 
was ſhortly after diſttacted of his wits, and had two of 
his ſorines ſlaine, eApprc Claudius was ſtrucken blind 
for alienating thoſe things which were conſectate to 
Herewlei. Zerxe: ſending foure hundreth Souldiers 
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and burne vvith thunder and lighening. I God vvill 
reuenge the wrongs done to Heathen Gods, no Gods 
but Idols, in ſuch a terrible manner, (becasſe he will 
preſerue a reurrence of a conceived God head in all 
mens mindes, though that conceit in a particular ap- 

lication to an [doll bee abhominable before him,) 

ow much more will the Lord reuenge himſelfe vp- 
on thoſe, which thus robbe his Sonne Chriſt, who is 
robbed in his ſeruants and Miniſters? let the wile bee 
iudge, and let belecuers feare and tremble. 

Conlider in all this, what is ſaid vnto you, which 

iſe impropriations ſo injurious to the Church, 
ou Patrons alſo of Benefices,who at, and pare 
away what you can get frum thoſe vyhich you doe 
preſent, either by ſecret ſimoniacall compact, or by 
pretence of law, or elſe by force'or fraud, ſome vvay 
or other to live vpon Church-robbing facriledgioully, 
You Farmers of ſuch liuings conſider vvhat you doe, 
and you that gather vp the labours of the people, 
whereby the Miniſters of Chriſt are defrauded of their 
maintenance. You pilfering poore, and deceitfull 
yers of Tythes, which make no conſcience to ſteale 
— away cloſely, with : Ic bas, from the vic of 
the Tabernacle; or vvich Hypocriticall Aa and 
Sapbira pretend that you pay tythes iultly, but yet 
keepe backe ever ſomewhat from the true owners 
thereof. Know your duetie, weigh the equitie of the 
cauſe, examine the former reaſons, contider your fins, 
and ſorſake your theft, that ye be not found written in 
that flying booke of vengeance, which commeth forth 
againſt theeues, to revenge imuſtice and wrong, 

If yet for all this ſome will not be moued to pay 
tythes, becauſe they now live vnder the Goſpel}, I do- 
maund of them, vhither they meane honeſtly, that they 
can bee vvilling, in deed and in truth, to doe for the 
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Church and Miniſters according to the time of the 
Goſpell?Ifyou only diſclaime the law herein, becauſe of 
charges, and vvill not indeed yeeld tothe times of the 
Goſpell, you bur pretend Goſpell in Hypoctiticall co- 
uetuulneile, for that you thinke there is nothing to 
moue you to care for your Miniſters maintenance 
though the contrary hath beene already ſhewed, But 
goe to, I take you to ſpeake in a true meaning without 
euaſions, ve will be content to let the law goe, for this 
preſent, and will be willing to ſtand to the Golpels re. 
ward, which is either the primary extraordinary pratliſe, 
and that was a voluntary contribution, but ſo liberall, 
for the maintenance of the Miniſterie and brethren, 
as many fold all they had, lands and poſſeſſions and 
brought the money, and layd the ſame downe at the 
Apollles feete : Or the eApoitolicall precept, to make 
them pertakers of al your goods; or clle the after act 
of the ¶ burcb reluming the payment of tythes. 

Now how like you theſe? chuſe for you ſelues, if 
the Left, that is it we would haue, and you diſlike be- 
cauſe of aduantages if the Firſſ, that is the beſt of all, 
but that we will not be ſo vnreaſonable towards you: 
for though you take all from vs, andthe Church gaue 
all then, yet wee require but ſo much as is conuenient 
for vs to receiue, for vs to receiue, and you by duetie 
necellarily tyed to giue. We deſire not to be enriched, 
and you thereby impoveriſhed, that it now ſhould be 
ſaid, as heretofore, Religis peperit diwitias, ſed filia de- 
nor aut marrew, which I thinke wee need not to feare 
on our bchalfe, as you, vilely, neuer intend it on your 
parts. For it well appeareth, how much you loue to 
giue, as they did, freely, but not as they did liberally. 
| will ſay for you, that the firſt you diſlike, and better 
it were to giue a tenth part, than all. But will you reſt 
vvith the Second, and make the Miniſter pertaker of 
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all your goods? Surely if you vvould performe this 
faithfully, wee might wall reſt contented, for what is 
this, but to haue our wants liberally ſupplyed, and in 
you a franke heart to giue ſomewhat of what you get, 
of eucry thing a part or ſhare, more or lefle? elſe how 
can you make vs pertakers of al your goods ? which, 
if you ſo vvould doe, is it a great matter, if we reape 
your carnall things, when we ſowe vnto you ſpirituall 
things > Thus you ſee (you pretending Golpellers) 
that wee can teſt contented with the award of. cither 


to either; but that indeed you are of neither, except. 
ing as they may ſerue your turnes, and be to you ad. 
vantage, If I falſely accuſe you, conuince me by fol. 
lowing and faithfully performing this duety you owe 
vnto the Miniſters of Chriſt, either according to law or 


are worldly Atheiſts.of any — ſor your pro- 
fies and commodities, profeſſing to know 
God, but by workes deny him, his 
Miniſtery, Miniſters, and peo» 
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